
 

 

“Equipped for the Battle: 
Spiritual Warfare Against 
the Wicked” 
 
Hook: 
In a world where darkness whispers lies and deception 
wears many masks, the battle you face is not against 
flesh and blood—but against powers that seek to steal 
your peace, distort your identity, and silence your 
purpose. Yet greater is He who is in you than he who is 
in the world. 
 
Introduction 
 
Beloved, we live in a time when moral confusion 
abounds, when truth is twisted, and when the enemy 
prowls like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour 
(1 Peter 5:8). But Scripture assures us: “We do not 
wrestle against flesh and blood, but against 
principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the 
darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of 
wickedness in the heavenly places” (Ephesians 6:12, 
NKJV). 
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This is not a metaphor. This is reality. Spiritual warfare is 
not optional—it is essential for every follower of Christ. If 
you are walking in obedience to Jesus, if you are 
advancing His kingdom, if you are proclaiming truth in a 
culture of lies, you will encounter resistance. But you are 
not left defenseless. God has not only warned you of the 
battle—He has armed you for victory. 
 
Today, we will walk through the biblical foundations of 
spiritual warfare, the identity of our true enemy, the 
strategies the wicked employ, and—most 
importantly—how we, as believers, can stand firm, 
resist, and overcome through the power of Christ. 
 

I. The Reality of the Enemy: Understanding Who We 
Face 
Many Christians live unaware. They attribute every 
setback to circumstance, every temptation to personal 
weakness, and every spiritual dryness to mere fatigue. 
But Scripture paints a different picture. There is a real, 
personal, and cunning adversary. 
 

A. Satan is a Real, Active, and Deceptive Adversary 
From the Garden of Eden (Genesis 3:1–5) to the throne 
room of heaven (Job 1–2), Satan has operated with one 

 
Springsofrevival.com​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  2/ 13 



Spiritual Warfare Against the Wicked” 
Rev. Michael Angel 

 
goal: to oppose God’s purposes and destroy humanity’s 
relationship with Him. Jesus called him “a murderer from 
the beginning, and does not stand in the truth… He is a 
liar and the father of it” (John 8:44). 
 
Satan doesn’t always come with horns and fire. Often, 
he masquerades as “an angel of light” (2 Corinthians 
11:14). He twists Scripture (Matthew 4:6), sows doubt 
(Genesis 3:1), and accuses believers before God day 
and night (Revelation 12:10). 
 

B. The Wicked Are Not Just People—They Are 
Systems and Spirits 
When Paul writes about “spiritual hosts of wickedness in 
the heavenly places” (Ephesians 6:12), he points to a 
hierarchy of demonic powers that influence cultures, 
governments, ideologies, and even religious systems 
(Daniel 10:12–13). These are not just “bad 
people”—they are spiritual entities working through 
individuals and institutions to advance rebellion against 
God. 
 
Consider Pharaoh (Exodus). He was a man, yes—but 
Scripture reveals that “the Lord hardened Pharaoh’s 
heart” (Exodus 9:12) in judgment, yet also that spiritual 
strongholds were at play. The plagues were not just 
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judgments on Egypt—they were judgments “against all 
the gods of Egypt” (Exodus 12:12). There was a spiritual 
war behind the historical event. 
 

II. The Weapons of the Wicked: How the Enemy 
Attacks 
The enemy doesn’t fight with swords—he fights with lies, 
fear, accusation, distraction, and division. 
 

A. Deception 
Genesis 3:4–5: “You will not surely die… you will be like 
God.” The first sin was not disobedience alone—it was 
belief in a lie. Today, deception comes through 
ideologies that deny God’s design for marriage, gender, 
truth, and salvation. Even within the church, false 
teachers arise, “speaking perverse things to draw away 
disciples after themselves” (Acts 20:30). 
 

B. Fear and Intimidation 
Fear paralyzes faith. The enemy uses fear of failure, 
rejection, poverty, or death to keep believers from 
stepping into their destiny. But God says: “For God has 
not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and 
of a sound mind” (2 Timothy 1:7). 
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C. Accusation 
Satan is “the accuser of our brothers,” who “accuses 
them before our God day and night” (Revelation 12:10). 
He whispers: “You’re not good enough. God can’t use 
you. You’ve sinned too much.” But the blood of Jesus 
silences every accusation: “Who shall bring any charge 
against God’s elect? It is God who justifies” (Romans 
8:33). 
 

D. Division and Discord 
Jesus said, “Every kingdom divided against itself is 
brought to desolation” (Matthew 12:25). The enemy 
sows strife in families, churches, and ministries. James 
3:16 warns: “Where envy and self-seeking exist, 
confusion and every evil thing are there.” 
 

E. Distraction and Worldliness 
The cares of this world, the deceitfulness of riches, and 
the pursuit of pleasure can choke the Word (Mark 4:19). 
The enemy doesn’t always need to attack—he just 
needs to keep you busy, entertained, and spiritually 
passive. 
 

III. Our Divine Defense: The Armor of God  
(Ephesians 6:10–18) 
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Paul doesn’t leave us defenseless. In Ephesians 6, he 
outlines the full armor of God—not as suggestions, but 
as essential equipment for survival in spiritual combat. 
 

A. The Belt of Truth (v. 14) 
Truth is the foundation. In a world of relativism, believers 
must be anchored in God’s Word. Jesus said, “Sanctify 
them by Your truth. Your word is truth” (John 17:17). 
When Satan twisted Scripture in the wilderness, Jesus 
countered with, “It is written…” (Matthew 4:4, 7, 10). 
Know the Word—so you can discern lies. 
 

B. The Breastplate of Righteousness (v. 14) 
This is not self-righteousness, but the imputed 
righteousness of Christ (2 Corinthians 5:21). When you 
stand in your identity as righteous in Christ, you are 
protected from shame, guilt, and condemnation. The 
enemy cannot penetrate the breastplate of grace. 
 

C. Shoes of the Gospel of Peace (v. 15) 
Peace is not the absence of conflict—it’s the presence of 
Christ. These shoes enable you to stand firm and 
advance without fear. Even in battle, you carry the 
message of reconciliation (2 Corinthians 5:18–19). You 
are not fighting for victory—you’re fighting from victory. 
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D. The Shield of Faith (v. 16) 
Faith extinguishes “all the fiery darts of the wicked one.” 
Those darts include doubt, despair, temptation, and fear. 
Faith declares: “No weapon formed against me shall 
prosper” (Isaiah 54:17). It trusts God’s character even 
when circumstances scream otherwise. 
 

E. The Helmet of Salvation (v. 17) 
This protects your mind—the battlefield of belief. Satan 
attacks your thoughts: “You’re worthless. God has 
forgotten you. You’ll never change.” But salvation—past, 
present, and future—secures your mind in Christ. “We 
have the mind of Christ” (1 Corinthians 2:16). 
 

F. The Sword of the Spirit—The Word of God (v. 17) 
The only offensive weapon. Jesus used Scripture to 
defeat Satan (Matthew 4). The Word is “living and 
powerful… sharper than any two-edged sword” 
(Hebrews 4:12). Speak it. Declare it. It carries divine 
authority. 
 

 
Springsofrevival.com​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  7/ 13 



Spiritual Warfare Against the Wicked” 
Rev. Michael Angel 

 
G. Prayer in the Spirit (v. 18) 
Armor is useless without connection to the Commander. 
“Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the 
Spirit…” includes tongues, intercession, and warfare 
prayer. Daniel’s prayers moved heaven and shut down 
demonic opposition (Daniel 10:12–13). 
 

IV. The Authority of the Believer: Your Position in 
Christ 
Many believers fight for authority—but Scripture says 
you already have it. 
 

A. Christ Has Already Defeated the Enemy 
At the cross, Jesus “disarmed principalities and powers, 
He made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over 
them” (Colossians 2:15). The victory is won. Our warfare 
is not to win the battle—but to enforce the victory. 
 

B. You Are Seated With Christ in Heavenly Places 
Ephesians 2:6 says: “He raised us up together, and 
made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ 
Jesus.” You are not on the ground—you are seated 
above the enemy. From that position, you command 
darkness to flee. 
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C. You Have Authority to Bind and Loose 
Jesus gave His disciples—and by extension, all 
believers—the keys of the kingdom: “Whatever you bind 
on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you 
loose on earth will be loosed in heaven” (Matthew 
16:19). This includes binding demonic assignments, 
breaking curses, and releasing God’s blessings. 
 
In Luke 10:19, Jesus said: “Behold, I give you the 
authority to trample on serpents and scorpions, and over 
all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall by any 
means hurt you.” 
 
Note: This authority is exercised in Jesus’ name, not 
your own. It flows from abiding in Him (John 15:5). 
 

V. Practical Strategies for Spiritual Warfare 
Knowing truth is not enough—you must act on it. 
 

A. Put on the Armor Daily 
Spiritual armor is not worn once—it’s a daily discipline. 
Begin each morning declaring God’s truth over your life. 
Put on Christ (Romans 13:14). 
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B. Speak the Word Aloud 
Demons tremble at the spoken Word (James 2:19). 
Command sickness, addiction, fear, and oppression to 
leave “in the name of Jesus.” Like Peter and John at the 
temple gate: “In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, 
rise up and walk” (Acts 3:6). 
 

C. Guard Your Mind and Mouth 
Philippians 4:8: “Whatever things are true… think on 
these things.” What you meditate on, you empower. And 
your words carry creative power (Proverbs 18:21). 
Refuse to speak defeat. 
 

D. Walk in Forgiveness and Unity 
Unforgiveness gives the enemy legal ground (2 
Corinthians 2:10–11). Jesus said, “If you do not forgive 
others… neither will your Father forgive your trespasses” 
(Matthew 6:15). Unity in the body is a weapon: “How the 
enemy is scattered when the saints agree in prayer!” 
 

E. Pray 
Jesus said some demons “do not go out except by 
prayer” (Matthew 17:21). Fasting weakens fleshly 
desires and strengthens spiritual discernment. 
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F. Stay in Fellowship 
“Two are better than one… for if they fall, one will lift up 
his companion” (Ecclesiastes 4:9–10). Isolation is 
dangerous in warfare. Stay connected to a body of 
believers. 
 

VI. The Ultimate Victory: Why We Fight With Hope 
We do not fight in desperation—we fight in expectation. 
The enemy is already judged (John 16:11). His time is 
short (Revelation 12:12). One day, “the God of peace will 
crush Satan under your feet shortly” (Romans 16:20). 
 
Until then, we are called to “resist the devil, and he will 
flee from you” (James 4:7). Not negotiate. Not coexist. 
Resist. 
 
And how do we resist? By drawing near to God (James 
4:8). The closer you are to Jesus, the dimmer the 
enemy’s voice becomes. 
 
Remember: You are not called to destroy the 
wicked—you are called to stand in the light so brightly 
that darkness cannot endure your presence. 
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Conclusion: Stand Firm—For the Battle is the Lord’s 
In 2 Chronicles 20, King Jehoshaphat faced an 
overwhelming coalition of enemies. He didn’t muster an 
army—he sought the Lord. And God said: 
 
“Do not be afraid nor dismayed because of this great 
multitude, for the battle is not yours, but God’s… You will 
not need to fight in this battle. Position yourselves, stand 
still and see the salvation of the Lord.” (2 Chronicles 
20:15, 17) 
 

That is our posture today. 
 

●​You are not alone. 
●​You are not powerless. 
●​You are not fighting for victory—you are fighting 

from victory. 
 

●​So put on the full armor. 
●​Speak the name of Jesus. 
●​Walk in your authority. 
●​And watch the enemy flee. 

 
“Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil 
walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may 
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devour. Resist him, steadfast in the faith…” (1 Peter 
5:8–9). 
 
May you stand—not in your strength, but in His. 
And may your life be a living declaration that “greater is 
He who is in you than he who is in the world” (1 John 
4:4). 
 
Amen. 
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