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The Holy Spirit in the Bible 
Dr. Hans Petter Thue 

 

The Holy Spirit in the Bible is described as the third person of the 
Trinity—co-equal with God the Father and God the Son. He is not 
merely a force or influence, but a divine person who teaches, guides, 
empowers, and dwells within believers. Here's a breakdown of who 
the Holy Spirit is, with key Bible references: 

 

🕊️ Identity and Nature of the Holy Spirit 

●​ Divine Person: The Holy Spirit has intellect, emotions, and will. 

o​ John 14:26 – “But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father 
will send in my name, will teach you all things…” 

o​ 1 Corinthians 2:10–11 – The Spirit searches all things, even the 
deep things of God. 

●​ Part of the Trinity: 

o​ Matthew 28:19 – “Baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” 

●​ Eternal and Omnipresent: 

o​ Hebrews 9:14 – “...Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered 
himself…” 

 

🔥 Role and Work of the Holy Spirit 

●​ Creator and Life-Giver: 

o​ Genesis 1:2 – “...the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.” 

o​ Job 33:4 – “The Spirit of God has made me; the breath of the 
Almighty gives me life.” 

●​ Convicts and Transforms: 

o​ John 16:8 – “When he comes, he will convict the world of sin, 
righteousness, and judgment.” 

●​ Indwells Believers: 

o​ 1 Corinthians 6:19 – “Your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit...” 
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o​ Romans 8:11 – “...the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead 
is living in you…” 

●​ Empowers for Ministry: 

o​ Acts 1:8 – “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on 
you...” 

o​ 1 Corinthians 12:4–11 – Describes spiritual gifts distributed by the 
Spirit. 

 

🌿 Fruit and Guidance of the Spirit 

●​ Produces Godly Character: 

o​ Galatians 5:22–23 – “The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
patience…” 

●​ Guides and Teaches: 

o​ John 16:13 – “...he will guide you into all the truth.” 

o​ Romans 8:14 – “For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the 
children of God.” 

 

📜 Old Testament Appearances 

●​ Empowers Leaders: 

o​ Judges 6:34 – “Then the Spirit of the Lord came on Gideon…” 

o​ 1 Samuel 16:13 – “...the Spirit of the Lord came powerfully upon 
David…” 

●​ Prophetic Inspiration: 

o​ 2 Samuel 23:2 – “The Spirit of the Lord spoke through me…” 
 

 

🔍 1. The Holy Spirit as Your Guide 
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- John 16:13 – “When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all 
the truth…” 

- He helps you discern right from wrong, nudges you toward wise 
choices, and brings clarity when life feels foggy. 

- Example: You might feel a strong inner prompting to reach out to 
someone or avoid a certain path—that’s often the Spirit leading. 

 

💪 2. Empowerment for Boldness / Authority and Service 

- Acts 1:8 – “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on 
you…” 

- The Spirit gives you courage to speak truth, serve others, and live out 
your faith—even when it’s uncomfortable. 

- Think of Peter at Pentecost: once timid, he became a bold preacher 
through the Spirit’s power. 

 

🌿 3. Producing Godly Character (Fruit of the Spirit) 

- Galatians 5:22–23 – “The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
patience…” 

- These aren’t just personality traits—they’re evidence of the Spirit 
transforming you from the inside out. 

- Over time, you’ll notice more peace in chaos, more kindness in conflict, 
and more self-control in temptation. 

 

🛐 4. Interceding When You Can’t Pray 

- Romans 8:26 – “The Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too 
deep for words.” 
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- When you’re overwhelmed, confused, or too broken to speak, the Spirit 
prays on your behalf—perfectly aligned with God’s will. 

 

🕊️ 5. Comfort in Trials 

- John 14:16–17 – “He will give you another Counselor… the Spirit of 
truth.” 

- The Holy Spirit brings peace that surpasses understanding, especially 
in grief, loss, or uncertainty. 

- You might feel a deep sense of calm during worship or prayer—that’s 
His comforting presence. 

 

🎁 6. Spiritual Gifts for Your Calling 

- 1 Corinthians 12:4–7 – “To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit 
for the common good.” 

- The Spirit equips you with unique gifts—like teaching, encouragement, 
healing, or discernment—to build up others and fulfill your purpose. 

 

🔄 7. Transformation and Renewal 

- Romans 8:11 – “...the Spirit who raised Jesus from the dead is living in 
you…” 

- He doesn’t just clean you up—He makes you new. Old habits lose their 
grip, and new desires take root. 

- This is a daily process, not a one-time event. The more you yield, the 
more you’re changed. 
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Devotional Outline: Living in Step with the Spirit 
 

📅 Day 1: Invite His Presence 

- Scripture: John 14:16–17 

- Theme: The Holy Spirit desires to dwell with you daily. 

- Prayer Focus: Ask the Spirit to fill you afresh and make His presence real. 

- Reflection: What areas of your life feel spiritually dry or distant 

 

🔍 Day 2: Listen to His Voice 

- Scripture: Romans 8:14   

- Theme: The Spirit leads gently, not forcefully. 

- Prayer Focus: Ask for discernment and sensitivity to His promptings. 

- Reflection: How do you recognize the Spirit’s voice? Are you making space to 

hear? 

 

💪 Day 3: Receive His Power 

- Scripture: Acts 1:8 

- Theme: You are empowered for purpose and impact. 

- Prayer Focus: Pray for boldness to serve or speak where God leads. 

- Reflection: Where do you feel afraid or weak? What could courage look like 

today? 

 

🌿 Day 4: Bear His Fruit 

- Scripture: Galatians 5:22–23 

- Theme: Spiritual growth shows up in everyday life. 

- Prayer Focus: Invite the Spirit to grow patience, kindness, and joy in you. 

- Reflection: Which “fruit” feels most lacking in you right now? Why? 

 

🛐 Day 5: Let Him Pray Through You 

- Scripture: Romans 8:26 

- Theme: You’re not alone in prayer—He intercedes with power. 

- Prayer Focus: Surrender your burdens and let the Spirit pray for you. 
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- Reflection: What’s been hard to express to God lately? 

 

🎁 Day 6: Use Your Spiritual Gifts 

- Scripture: 1 Corinthians 12:4–7 

- Theme: Your gifts aren’t for you—they’re for others. 

- Prayer Focus: Ask to discover, develop, or use your spiritual gifts today. 

- Reflection: What’s one way you can build up someone else today? 

 

🔄 Day 7: Yield Daily for Transformation 

- Scripture: 2 Corinthians 3:18 

- Theme: Becoming like Jesus is a daily journey of surrender. 

- Prayer Focus: Ask the Spirit to transform your thoughts, attitudes, and desires. 

- Reflection: What part of your heart is hardest to surrender? 
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